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by a merely statistical "operation optimism".
export strategy for tub next decade
Before coming to a discussion of the main lines of export strategy
for the next decade, it may be helpful to point to the experience of
some other countries which in their past history faced and success-
fully overcame similar difficulties. The examples that readily come
to mind are these :
 (a)	Private enterprise economies : Japan, which displayed an
energetic export drive in the inter-war period and during the fifties
(based on a major shift of direction of exports in the earlier period
and in the commodity structure in the later one) ; also Italy in
the fifties.
 (b)	Centrally planned economies : China in the fifties, showing a
fundamental shift in the direction but only a minor shift in the com-
modity structure of exports; most of the Eastern European countries
which combined decisive changes both in the direction and composi-
tion of exports. Another successful example, and perhaps much more
relevant to Indian conditions, is provided by the Yugoslav export
drive in the fifties where both the direction and commodity  struc-
ture of exports underwent a pronounced change.    A close analysis
of the major factors responsible for the success of the export drives
in these countries may provide clues which can be helpful in for-
mulating an adequate export strategy for India.
What are the main elements on which an adequate policy for ex-
port expansion in the next decade can be based? It would require
more than reckless audacity to suggest any easy answers. Innocent
statistical exercises, which are based on an analysis of export and
output experience of a few commodities over the last few years only
and often overlooking the long-term overall world export setting,
could be easily misleading. And yet, the main elements on which
such a policy can be based are not so complicated to discern.
They are a combination of a radical shift in both the direction
and composition of exports, the former constituting the main basis
of expansion in the early years of the Third Plan and the latter for
a longer-term solution of the export impasse. The manner in which
these two threads would be interwoven in actual implementation
can only be indicated after a detailed analysis of the degree of

